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Supporting the Success of the Birds of North America 
 
Do you remember the first time you aw a butterfly or watched flocks of birds fly overhead? Went for a hike 

in a forest with your grandfather or climbed a tree with your mom? 
 

In North America, we still have the rare 
opportunity to protect ecologically significant lands 
and the wildlife that depends on it for survival. But 
protecting and caring for land in just one country is 
not necessarily enough for a species to thrive.  

Many birds found in the U.S. do not stay there year 
round; they migrate to and from other places in 
the world. Estimates indicate that close to 70% of 
all North American waterfowl breed in Canada. 
Yet one of the core foundations of North American 
bird abundance - the wetlands of Canada - are 
under constant threat from intensification of 
agriculture and the pressure for development. 
 
Currently there is an incredible leverage opportunity - every U.S. sourced dollar raised for migratory bird 
related conservation work in Canada can be matched 3 to 1.  That means a $1,000 gift delivers $4,000 in 
conservation results!  

The match is partially funded by the U.S. and Canadian governments 
however, without donations from U.S. residents, foundations, or 
corporations to get the ball rolling these ‘available’ funds are 
inaccessible. And critical conservation work that supports wetlands, 
associated uplands, waterfowl and other migratory birds that are tied 
to U.S. interests is at risk of not being accomplished  

 
The Friends of the Nature Conservancy of Canada (FNCC), a U.S. 
501(c)(3) organization, and Nature Conservancy of Canada, Canada’s 
largest conservation organization, are working in partnership to 
conserve landscapes that benefit Canada and the U.S.  

 
Nature Needs Our Help 

As much as 64 percent of the World’s wetlands have disappeared since 
the 1900s. And wetlands help more than just waterfowl. Biologists 
estimate that more than 50% of wildlife species in North America rely on 
access to wetland habitat for at least part of their life cycle. And almost 
35% of all rare, threatened and endangered species are dependent on 
wetlands.  This incredible leverage opportunity allows us to build a legacy 
of protected lands in Canada and support migratory waterfowl and many 
other species in the U.S.  

Mallard, Cameron Roghan 
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Support work in the flyway that matters most to you – or support them all! 

 
If you live in Texas you can support work in the Central Flyway such as the Missouri Coteau in 

Saskatchewan.  If you live on the eastern seaboard, or Florida, you may want your gift to support projects 
like the Miramichi in New Brunswick. In each province and every flyway we are protecting critical habitat 

for species such as Mallard and Pintail, Semipalmated Sandpiper and Piping Plover, and many other shore-, 
song-, and game birds.  Please be as generous as you can. Even a small gift can deliver big results! 

 
 

Rest assured you are investing in organizations that deliver results. Since 1962, the Nature Conservancy of 
Canada and its partners have helped protect over 2.7 million acres. NCC has a 4 star rating – the highest 
possible - from Charity Intelligence and the Financial Post rated NCC as one of the top 25 charities in 
Canada (out of 86,000). Learn more at www.friendsofncc.org   

We respectfully request your consideration of a gift to support the migratory birds of North America. In the 
following pages please finds a few examples of the many current projects that need support. Just think - a 
gift of $1,000 will deliver $4,000 in conservation results. $15,000 will deliver $60,000!  

We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Jill Murray-Dimic, Director of Development   Linda Stephenson, Executive Director 
Friends of the Nature Conservancy of Canada   Friends of the Nature Conservancy of Canada 
1-416-932-3202 x 2261       1-877-231-4400  
jill.murray-dimic@friendsofncc.org          linda.stephenson@friendsofncc.org   

http://www.friendsofncc.org/
mailto:jill.murray-dimic@friendsofncc.org
mailto:linda.stephenson@friendsofncc.org
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The Central Flyway 

This flyway includes North Dakota, South Dakota, Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska; portions of 

Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, and New Mexico east of the Continental Divide; the Canadian provinces 

of Alberta and Saskatchewan; and the Northwest Territories. 
 

The Missouri Coteau in Saskatchewan 

Saskatchewan has been called ‘the Duck Factory’ of the prairies and the Missouri Coteau is 
the heart of that factory 

 

The extensive glacial moraine, known as the Missouri Coteau, snakes its way south from 
Saskatchewan, and across the U.S.-Canada border.  Our immediate goal is to protect an additional 
5,000 acres of wetland and related habitat in this stunning natural area. Characterized by large 
tracts of native prairie and high density potholes and lakes, the Missouri Coteau is vital for 
breeding waterfowl including northern pintail, western grebe and blue-winged teal. The mix of 
native grasslands, pothole wetlands and lakes contribute to one of the highest-ranked wildlife 
habitats in North America.  Prairie pothole wetland complexes are also critical for migrating 
shorebirds and other species, providing habitat for piping plover, burrowing owl, Sprague’s pipit, 
ferruginous hawk, loggerhead shrike, long-billed curlew, yellow rail, northern leopard frog and the 
monarch butterfly.  Currently NCC actively manages over 65,000 acres of wetlands and associated 
habitat in the Missouri Coteau – all of which support U.S. waterfowl.  This area is located within 
Bird Conservation Region 11 - the most important waterfowl production area in North America. 
 

Fundraising goal - $200,000 in U.S. funds to leverage an additional $600,000 in 
match funding! 

 Knob and Kettle Terrain of Missouri Coteau. Photo courtesy of Jordan Ignatiuk, NCC 
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The Atlantic Flyway 

This flyway includes Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New 

Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, 

Vermont, Virginia, and West Virginia; the Canadian territory of Nunavut and provinces of 

Newfoundland & Labrador, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Prince Edward Island, and Quebec; 

plus the U.S. territories of Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands. 
 

Miramichi Salmon Project in New Brunswick  
There is a time sensitive opportunity to acquire 2,122 acres of rich, productive habitat, in 

the Miramichi Watershed, in New Brunswick. 

Success with this project would result in a significant addition to the Dungarven Whooper 
Provincial Natural Area, creating a continuous wilderness corridor of more than 10,000 acres, 
between the Dungarvan and Bartholomew Rivers. The Miramichi Watershed is world renowned 
for Atlantic Salmon and Trout fishing. This unique project also includes rights to eight salmon 
pools on the Bartholomew River, including the only two cold water holding pools on the entire 
river.  With our changing climate, cold water pools are critical to the survival of the Atlantic 
Salmon. In addition to forest habitat, a number of wetlands are also present, which support 
numerous waterfowl including Mallard, Black Duck, Wood Duck, Canada Goose, Common Loon, 

Goldeneye, Ring-necked Duck, Green-winged Teal (all of which breed in this watershed), as well as other 
migratory birds. Total project costs to preserve this iconic and ecologically important area are 
$1.25 million.  
 

Fundraising goal - $100,000 in U.S. funds to leverage an additional $300,000 in available 
match. Together, we can turn $100,000 into $400,000 toward the project goal. 
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The Mississippi Flyway 

This flyway includes Alabama, Arkansas, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee, and Wisconsin, as well as the Canadian provinces of 

Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and Ontario. 

 Frontenac Arch in Ontario 

The Frontenac Arch is a 50-kilometre-long extension of exposed Precambrian rock that runs 
through southeastern Ontario and upstate New York supporting wetlands and forests which 
create a precarious link in the only remaining forest corridor in eastern North America. This 
narrow green corridor is vital to a wide array of migratory birds which move through the eastern 
Great Lakes portion of the Mississippi Flyway.  
 
The Frontenac Arch links habitats of the Canadian Shield in the Algonquin Highlands with those of 
the Adirondack Mountains to the south.  This area is a key focus for new acquisitions and features 
rugged terrain with deep wooded valleys and lowland and shoreline wetlands, including beaver 
ponds, marshes and wooded swamp. Key species include eastern musk turtle; butternut; cerulean 
warbler and five-lined skink; waterfowl such as the wood duck, hooded merganser, bufflehead, 
black duck and ring-necked duck, and many other birds such as the bald eagle.  
 
Over the next 5 years the target is to protect over 8,000 acres of new habitat and costs are 
estimated to be in the $10 million range. They are big goals but nature deserves nothing less!  
 
Fundraising goal - $250,000 in U.S. funds over the next two years to leverage an additional 

$750,000 in available match and deliver $1,000,000 in conservation results. 
 

 


