
The Friends of the Nature Conservancy of Canada - Night of a 1000 Dinners 4 Nature. 

Thank you for Hosting an event! 
Here are some speaking notes (and a video to make it all easy!) 

 
Cue card 1 

Thank you for coming!  
 
We are here because each year billions of birds migrate from Canada to the U.S and beyond. A lot of ‘U.S.’ 
birds actually breed in Canada (it is estimated 70% of all North American waterfowl breed in Canada). 
Thriving migratory bird populations need healthy lands and waters across borders to support them. Right 
now every U.S. dollar donated will be matched 3 to 1 – quadrupling your impact and supporting the birds of 
North America.  Funds raised today will go to protect and care for land that benefits birds you see in the U.S.  
 
In a minute I would like us all to raise a glass for a toast to Mother Nature and the birds.  But before that I’d 
like to play a video for you as a thank you. (And then I don’t have to explain it all). 
 
Play Video  www.friendsofncc.org/the-dinners/     
Note for You: If technology doesn’t cooperate, or you want to skip the video, on the next page there are some facts and 
figure you can mention).  

 

Cue Card 2  

I hope you enjoyed the video. If you have not already donated please consider donating now on your mobile 
phone or check. I’ve sent the link to you by email or you can go to www.crowdrise.com and I can help you 
find the event. 

As some of you are doing that I wanted to play a song. An Austin band called BULR wrote this in support of 
this event and conservation in general. (Lyrics are on the website).  

Play Song:  http://friendsofncc.org/the-dinners/    (scroll to the bottom of the page).  
Note for you:  

 If they go to Crowdrise to donate they need to select “Find an Event” and type in “Night of a“ then hit search 
and select Night of a 1000 Dinners 4 Nature and then search for your event/flyway. 

 If they want to write a check please have them make it out to Friends of the Nature Conservancy of Canada. 
Inc. and offer to mail it for them (address is at http://friendsofncc.org/contact-us/   

 

Cue Card 3 

Thank you again. Cheers! 

That’s it. On with the socializing.  

Note for you: If you want more information there is more at http://friendsofncc.org/the-dinners/   Or call me 
(Jill) if you have questions! 416-932-3202x2261   

http://www.crowdrise.com/
http://friendsofncc.org/contact-us/


The Friends of the Nature Conservancy of Canada - Night of a 1000 Dinners 4 Nature. 

Facts and figures:  

 Each year, billions of birds breed in Canada and migrate to the U.S. (and beyond).  

 Canada has 1/4th of the world’s wetlands.  

 Wetlands are the breeding habitat for a large number of migratory birds, especially waterfowl.  

 Close to 70% of all North American waterfowl are estimated to breed in Canada. 

 Biologists think that more than 50% of wildlife species in North America rely on access to wetland habitat 
for at least part of their life cycle.   

 It is estimated that close to 64 percent of world’s wetlands have disappeared since the 1900s.  

 Habitat loss is considered the number one threat to biodiversity and wetlands are considered one of the 
most productive ecosystems.  

 Habitat loss and degradation affects 86% of all threatened birds, 86% of the threatened mammals and 
88% of the threatened amphibians.  

Your generous donation will help protect ecologically important habitat (primarily wetlands) in Canada 
that support migratory birds. Together we will help leave a lasting legacy for future generations. 

 Donations will go to support the Friends of the Nature Conservancy of Canada’s on the ground 
conservation partner, the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC), Canada’s largest conservation 
organization. www.natureconservancy.ca  

 FNCC is a registered U.S. charity and all donations are tax deducible to the fullest extent under U.S. law. 

 Since 1962, NCC has helped protect over 2.7 million acres. NCC has a 4 star rating from Charity 
Intelligence, was ranked one of Canada’s top 25 charities by the Financial Post and, for the fifth year 
running, was given an A rating by MoneySense Magazine. 

 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) helps to fund key conservation work that help protect and care for 
migratory birds habitat. But they require Canadian charities raise U.S. matching funds to access the 
funds. NCC has been working with FWS since 2001. 

 Every U.S. dollar raised by this event will be matched 3 to 1. Turning $100 into $400 of results. 

 Donations will support projects in every flyway – projects such as the Missouri Coteau in Saskatchewan, 
the Kenauk Project in Quebec and the Miramichi Salmon project in New Brunswick.  

 Species that will benefit include Northern Pintails, Long-billed Curlews, Piping Plovers, Mallards, 
American Wigeons and many more.  

A picture is worth a 1000 words they say…how about a map?             
This Northern Pintail range map is a great example of how species 
need habitat in more than one country to thrive. 
 
The northern pintail is a duck that breeds primarily in Canada in North 
America. It is a migratory bird of open wetlands. In the 2014 State of the 
Birds Report, the Northern Pintail was listed as one of the 33 U.S. 
common bird species in steep decline. Estimates indicate they have lost 
more than half their global population over the past four decades.   
Love the map? Want to see more? To see more on species, range maps, 
projects and more please go to www.friendsofncc.org/thedinners  

* Every dollar donated will go to support on the ground work!* Slight caveat…with the exception 

of funds used to cover the administrative costs related to Crowdrise/credit card fees. 

http://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/ramsar_factsheet_wetland-care_1_en.pdf
http://www.natureconservancy.ca/
http://www.natureconservancy.ca/en/feature-stories/world-wetlands-day-2015.html
http://www.friendsofncc.org/thedinners

